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Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the Summary of the Invention as follows: 

The invention addresses the shortcomings of prior art cup holders and relates to a thermal 
conditioning beverage container holder for holding different sizes and shapes o fa ll tvp e o of 
beverage containers while controlling the temperature of the beverage in the beverage container. 
The beverage container holder o faooording to the invention comprises a housing defining a 
chamber sized to receive at least one a-beverage container and having an access opening 
permitting access to the chambe r through tho housing , A convection airflow generator is fluidly 
coupled to the chamber and configured to deliver a nd dolivoro t hermally conditioned air to the 
chamber to control tho tomporaturo of tho beverag e within a b e v e rag e oontainor placed in the 
chamber. Tho bovorago container holder includes a size adjustable struoturo to onablo tho 
supporting of cups of diff e ring oiz e o. Also, a beverage container support is configured to support 
beverage containers having different vertical heights and different cross-sectional area sizes. 

Tho thormol conditioning bovorago container hold e r can further include a movable covor 
for selectiv e ly closing th e acc e ss op e ning. Tho movable oovor preferably comprises multiple 
QOgmonta that toloaoopioally noot whon opened. 

The siz e adjustable structur e can oomprio e a resizing el e m e nt us e d to r e siz e tho oontainor 
hoi dor to accommodate containers of differing diametor and/or h e ight. One suoh resizing 
element is a b everage container support can include first and second recesses l ocated within the 
chamber, and sized to oupport a bottom portion of tho beverag e contain e r, with a where the first 
recess is configured to fe g-receiveiag the bottom of the beverage container «p4ehaving a first 
maximum diom e t e rc ross-sectional area and the 7 -A-second reces s is configured to receive ? 
great er in siz e than the first r e cess, can b e provid e d for r e c e iving t he bottom of a beverage 
container ef having a second maximum diameter cross-sectional area t hat is larger in size t han 
the first maximum diam e t e r cross-sectional area . 

The beverage container support can include T he r e sizing e l e ment can also compria e a 
plate in which is formed on h aving at least one opening for receiving a beverage container and 
which is movable between a first position, where the plate overlies a lower portion of t he 
chamber te ^and r educes the effective cross-sectional area of the chamber, and a second position, 
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where the plate is withdrawn from the-overlying position rolativ erelationship to the lower portion 
of the c hamber. The plato is preferably spaced abovo tho b e v e rag e container support wh e n th e 
plate is in the first po s ition. I n this way, the beverage holder is configured to hold a beverage 
container of small cross-sectional area in the first position than in the second position. 

Tho oonvootion airflow generator oomprisoa a thermal oonditionor for conditioning tho 
t e mp e ratur e of th e air in the chamb e r by introducing condition e d air into tho chamber by 
conveotion. The thermal oonditionor includes a blower introducing condition e d air through th e 
ohambor. Tho thermal conditioner con bo a thermoelectric device in combination with a fan. - 

In anoth e r e mbodim e nt the inv e ntion rotates to a rocloaablo cup hold e r comprising a 
housing d e fining a cup rec e iving chamb e r having an acc e ss opening through which a cup oan bo 
inserted or removed. A cup holder io located within tho ohambor for supporting a cup placed 
within tho ohambor. A 000 through oovor is movably mounted to tho housing for - movem e nt 
b e tw ee n a dosed position, wh e re the oover clos e s tho aoooso opening, and on oponcd position, 
wh e re th e oovor is removed from tho aoooos opening. Tho movable oovor preferably comprises 
multiple segments that teleooopioally noot when opened. 

In yet another embodiment, tho invention relates to a m e thod for controlling th e 
tomporaturo of a bovorago hold by a bovorago oontainor temporarily stored in a size adjustabl e 
b e v e rag e hold e r looat e d within a ohambor of a housing in a motor v e hicl e . Th e m e thod 
comprises adjusting tho size of the size - adju s table bovorago holder to aooommodato tho bovorago 
contain e r to b e plao e d in th e ohambor; placing the beverage oontainor in tho sizo adjustable 
bovorago holder; and introduoing thermally conditioned air into th e chamb e r to control th e 
t e mp e ratur e of th e b e verage in th e b e v e rag e contain e r at a t e mp e ratur e above or bolow tho 
ambient air t e mp e ratur e within th e v e hicl e int e rior. 

In one aspect the beverage container support is part of the housing and forms the bottom 
of the chamber. The housing further comprises a peripheral sidewall extending upwardly from 
the container support and terminating in an upper lip that defines a chamber opening. The 
peripheral sidewall comprises an inlet fluidlv coupled to the convection airflow generator 
through which conditioned air is delivered into the chamber. 
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The thermal conditioning beverage container holder can include a storage chamber and a 
storage chamber cover for selectively covering the storage chamber. As welK the thermal 
conditioning beverage container holder can include multiple segments movablv mounted to the 
housing for selectively closing the ac cess opening. In another aspect, the thermal conditioning 
beverage container holder is configured to be mounted in a motor vehicle between the front 
driver and passenger seats. 

In a further aspect, a thermal conditioning beverage container holder according to the 
invention comprises a housing defining an open chamber sized to receive a beverage container 
and having an access opening permitting access to the chamber. A convection airflow generator 
is fluidly coupled to the chamber and configured to deliver thermally conditioned air to the 
chamber. A plate has at least one opening for receiving a beverage container and is movable 
between a first position, where the plate overlies the chamber and reduces the effective cross- 
sectional area of the chamber, and a second position, where the plate is withdrawn from 
overlying relationship to the chamber such that the beverage holder is configured to hold a 
smaller circumference beverage container in the first position than in the second position. A 
beverage container support is located within the chamber and configured to provide bottom 
support for beverage containers having different bottom circumferences. Preferably, the plate is 
removably mounted within the chamber for reducing the size of the beverage container that can 
be received within the chamber when the plate is mounted within the chamber. Also, preferably. 
the plate is spaced above the container support when the plate js m the fcgt position. 

The beverage container support can include first and second recesses located within the 
chamber, where the first recess is configured to receive the bottom of a beverage container 
having a first maximum cross-sectional area and the second recess is configured to receive the 
bottom of a beverage container having a second maximum cross-sectional area that is larger than 
the first maximum cross-sectional area. In one embodiment the housing defines a console for a 
motor vehicle and is sized to fit between the front seats. The thermal conditioning beverage 
container holder can further include a storage chamber and a storage chamber cover for 
selectively covering the storage chamber. 
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In vet a further aspect of the invention, a thermal conditioning beverage container holder 
comprises a housing defining a chamber sized to receive at least one beverage container and 
having an access opening permitting access to the chamber A convection airflow generator is 
fluidlv coupled to the chamber and configured to deliver thermally conditioned air to the 
chamber. A resizing element is provided so that the thermal conditioning beverage container 
holder can support and accommodate beverage containers having different vertical heights and 
different c^-pss-sectional area sizes. 

In one embodiment the resizing element comprises first and second recesses located 
within the chamber. The first recess is configured to receive the bottom of a beverage container 
having a first maximum cross-sectional area and the second recess is configured to receive the 
bottom of a beverage contai ner having a second maximum cross-sectional area that is larger than 
the first maximum cross-sectional area. The first and second recesses can be nested. 

The resizing element can include a recess configured to receive the bottom of a beverage 
container having a cross-sectional area that is smaller than the cross-sectional area of the bottom 
of a different beverage container that otherwise can be supported by the thermal conditioning 
beverage container holder. Also, the resizing element can include a plate having at least one 
opening for receiving a beverage container and which is movable between a first position, where 
the plate overlies a lower portion of the chamber and reduces the effective cross-sectional area of 
the chamber, and a second position, where the plate is withdrawn from overlying relationship to 
the lower portion of the chamber such that the beverage holder is configured to hold a beverage 
container of smaller cross-sectional area in the first position than in the second position. 
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